i32	ECONOMICS AND INSTITUTIONS, 1870-86
The decision was negatived by a special act passed in 1869; but
meanwhile a royal commission on trade societies had been ap-
pointed, Erie was the chairman, and among its members the
most hostile to the trade unions was J. A. Roebuck1 and the most
sympathetic, Thomas Hughes2 and Frederic Harrison.3 The last
two, with Professor E. S. Beesly,4 played for some years a very
important part in reconciling leaders of the political world to
trade-union claims. On the side of the unions the principal
figures were George Odger,5 of the London Trades Council; Wil-
liam Allan,6 secretary of the Amalgamated Society of Engineers,
and Robert Applegarth,7 secretary of the Amalgamated Carpen-
ters and Joiners. The commission reported in 1869, the Majority
Report being less unfavourable than had been expected, while
that of the Minority (signed by Hughes, Harrison, and Lord
Lichfield) was an extremely skilful statement of the trade-union
case. Its main points were embodied in the Gladstone govern-
ment's Trade Union Act of 1871; but to the chagrin of the trade
unions this was coupled with a Criminal Law Amendment Act,
which re-emphasized the 1825 Act's third section and 'under the
specious guise of protecting public rights prohibited all incidents
f 1802-79: originally a chartist and radical, was at this stage a whig, and later
became a follower of Lord Bcaconsficld.
* 1822-96: author of Tom Brown's Schooldays (1856), Educated at Kugby and
Oriel College, Oxford; barrister and (after 1882) county court judge; liberal M«P.
1865-74. Associated with F. D, Maurice and Charles Kingsley as a *Christian
Socialist'.
3	1831-1923: for many years leader of London Positivists. Educated at King's
College School and Wadham College, Oxford; conveyancer, equity barrister, and
author.
4	1831-1915. Contemporary with Harrison at Wadham College, Oxford, and,
like him, became a leading positivist. Professor of history at University College,
London, 1860-93; long editor of the Positivist Review,
5	By far the ablest mid-century Labour politician. B. 1813, in west Devon, son
of a Cornish miner; shoemaker by trade, settled in London; became prominent
member of the Ladies* Shoemakers" Society, and as such took a leading part in the
London Trades Council from its formation in 1860; succeeded George Howell as
secretary in 1862, and held ofHce till 1872* Between x868 and 1872 made five un-
successful attempts to enter parliament as a labour candidate; at Bristol in 1870
retired rather than split the liberal vote, but at Southwark in the same year per-
sisted and polled 1,400 votes more than the defeated liberal.  President of the
general council of the (First) Labour International in 1870; d, 1877.
6	The first secretary, x 851-74, of the Amalgamated Society of Engineers; famous
for the prudent administration and financial skill whereby he caused that great
trade union to be during the nineteenth century a model for the movement
generally. See S. and B. Webb, Tk$ History of Trad* Unionism (1894).
7	Secretary of his union, 1863-71; a close disciple of Allan* See A* W* Hum*
phrey, Robert Applegarth (1914).

